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MEDIA ALERT: Healthcare & Medical Press

CMS and SHARP Present the

 Premier HIPAA Provider Conference
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WHAT:
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Atlanta Regional Office and the Southern HIPAA Administrative Regional Process (SHARP) are offering a three-day conference, titled “Sharp Minds Connect,” on the Health Insurance Portability Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA Public Law / 104-191) for healthcare professionals. SHARP is a public and private partnership comprised of healthcare leaders from the southeastern states and representatives from two regional DHHS agencies, CMS and HRSA (Health Resources and Services Administration). Conference attendees will gain an overall understanding of HIPAA, the positive aspects of electronic data interchange (EDI) and the positive impact HIPAA may have on the financial bottom line while addressing the quality and security of increasingly portable healthcare information. This conference will provide 11 plenary and 36 concurrent sessions on mobilization and compliance; feature up-to-date HIPAA information from CMS policymakers; identify practical strategies for compliance and networking opportunities with HIPAA professionals; and present case studies on privacy, security, state agencies and EDI benefits.  
WHY:
With less than two years remaining until implementation of HIPAA, many healthcare officials are fully engaged in developing HIPAA strategies and are researching answers to questions such as: Exactly what does HIPAA mandate? Are HIPAA’s provisions positive or negative for my organization? How can I fit HIPAA into my business plans?  HIPAA — the most sweeping federal legislation to affect the healthcare industry in more than 30 years — affects all providers, health plans, employers and patients, with mandatory guidelines established to ensure the security and privacy of health information. This conference will help organizations understand HIPAA’s value in improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the healthcare system.

WHEN:
February 11-13, 2002

WHERE:
Georgia International Convention & Trade Center and Sheraton Gateway Hotel, Atlanta

FEATURED

Tom Scully, administrator, CMS – Washington, D.C.

SPEAKERS:

Jared Adair, senior official for HIPAA implementation, CMS

Walt Culbertson, chief technology officer, Availity, Inc.

Stanley Nachimson, senior technical advisor, CMS

Lee Barrett, senior vice president, SAIC and board member of WEDI

Kepa Zubeldia, president and CEO, Claredi Corporation

Tom Hanks, director of client services, Pricewaterhouse Coopers, LLP

William Braithwaite, M.D., "Doctor HIPAA,” Pricewaterhouse Coopers, LLP

INTERVIEWS:
 

Contact Joyce Lang, ph: 404/562-7169

# # #

For more information, visit http://www.sharpworkgroup.com or contact Cathy Benoit, CMC conference director, Atlanta Regional Office, ph: 404/562-7307, and Sara Lambert, SHARP conference director, Per-Se Technologies, ph: 770/444-5402.
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